DEATH
1. Why does man die?
“But from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from
it you will surely die.” (Genesis 2:17; cf. Ezekiel
18:30; Job 24:19; Jeremiah 31:30)

4. Do the dead know or remember anything
of what they left behind them?
“His sons achieve honor, but he does not know it; Or
they become insignificant, but he does not perceive
it.” ( Job 14:21)

“There is no death without sin.” (Shab. 55a)
“Those who are born will of necessity die ... for
perforce were you created, perforce were you
born, perforce do you live, perforce will you die.”
(Avot 4:22)

5. Do the dead know anything, and do they
take part of what happens among the living?
“For the living know they will die; but the dead do not
know anything, nor have they any longer a reward,
for their memory is forgotten. Indeed their love, their
hate and their zeal have already perished, and they
will no longer have a share in all that is done under
the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6)

2. What happens when man dies?
“His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; In that
very day his thoughts perish.” (Psalm 146:4; cf.
Ecclesiastes 3:19-21; 12:7)
“Man enters the world with closed hands, as if
to say, ‘The world is mine.’ He leaves it with open
hands, as if to say, ‘I take nothing with me.’” (Kohelet Rabbah 5,14)

6. Do the dead praise or worship God?
“For there is no mention of You in death; In Sheol
who will give You thanks?” (Psalm 6:5; cf. Psalm
115:17)
“The dead have lost the opportunity of obeying
the Divine commandments.” (Shabbat 30a)

3. How is the state of the dead described in
the Bible?
“Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground
will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others
to disgrace and everlasting contempt.” (Daniel 12:2;
cf. Ecclesiastes 3:20; 9:10; Job 10:20-22)

7. Where does the idea of the immortality of
the soul come from?
“The Jewish belief in the immortality of the soul
was actually honored from Greek thought, especially from Plato, its principle representative.”
(“Immortality of the Soul,” Jewish Encyclopedia)

“The daughters of Rab Hisda said to him: ‘Father,
why do you not lie down for a nap?’ He replied:
‘Soon, very soon, the days will come when I shall
have my long slumber. Now I ought to increase
my knowledge of Torah.’” (Erubin 64)

8. Who is the only one to naturally possess
immortality?
“Indeed, I lift up My hand to heaven, And say, as I
live forever.” (Deuteronomy 32:40; cf. Psalm 90:2;
1 Timothy 6:15, 16)
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9. Can we then consult the dead?
“When they say to you, “Consult the mediums and
the spiritists who whisper and mutter,” should not
a people consult their God? Should they consult the
dead on behalf of the living? To the law and to the
testimony! If they do not speak according to this
word, it is because they have no dawn.” (Isaiah 8:19,
20; cf. Deuteronomy 18:10-12)
10. What is the only biblical solution to
death?
“Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground
will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to
disgrace and everlasting contempt.” (Daniel 12:2)
“So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a
perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body.”
(1 Corinthians 15:42)
“‘I slay and I will make alive; I have wounded
and I will heal’ (Deuteronomy 32:39). From this
verse we may learn the doctrine of resurrection.”
(Pesahim 68)
Amidah: “You, Lord, will raise the dead, You are
powerful enough to save.”
The Kaddish: “May God’s great name be exalted
and sanctified in the world which will be renewed, and where God will revive the dead and
raise them to eternal life.”
11. How will resurrection happen?
“Even after my skin is destroyed, Yet from my flesh
I shall see God.” ( Job 19:26; cf. Ezekiel 37:6-10; 1
Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-44)
“On ‘Let men sprout up in towns like country
grass ...’ (Psalm 72:16) R. Hiyya ben Joseph stated: ‘The just in the time to come will rise ... [This
is deduced] ... from a grain of wheat. If a grain
of wheat that is buried soon sprouts up ... how
much more so the righteous must who are buried.’” (Ketubot 111b)
12. What will happen to evil and its supporters?
“For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and every evildoer will
be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them
ablaze,” says the LORD of hosts, “so that it will leave
them neither root nor branch.” (Malachi 4:1)

“And they came up on the broad plain of the earth
and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them.” (Revelation 20:9)
13. Will the wicked burn “eternally” in the Gehinnom (hell)?
“That when the wicked sprouted up like grass And
all who did iniquity flourished, It was only that they
might be destroyed forevermore.”  (Psalm 92:8; cf.
Jeremiah 7:32-33)
“Everlasting punishment ” does not mean everlasting punishing; it is the definitive effect that
is “everlasting.” (see 1 Samuel 1:22; Isaiah 34:10;
Jude 7).
“There will be no Gehinnom in future times.”
(Rosh Ha-Shanah 17a; Ned. 8b)
14. What biblical examples attest to the historical reality of resurrection?
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit
of God was moving over the surface of the waters.”  
(Genesis 1:1-2 )
“Then he returned and walked in the house once
back and forth, and went up and stretched himself
on him; and the lad sneezed seven times and the lad
opened his eyes.” (2 Kings 4:35 )
“The man who had died came forth, bound hand
and foot with wrappings, and his face was wrapped
around with a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind
him, and let him go.’” ( John 11:44)
15. What will ultimately happen to death?
“He will swallow up death for all time, And the Lord
GOD will wipe tears away from all faces, And He
will remove the reproach of His people from all the
earth; For the LORD has spoken.” (Isaiah 25:8; cf.
Hosea 13:14)
“Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of
fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:14)
“Then came the Blessed Holy One and slaughtered the Angel of Death, that slew the slaughterer, that slaughtered the ox.” (Passover Haggada)

SHABBAT SHALOM 15

